SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2004

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on packet bulletin boards and on echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS.

In the news today.

NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR SARL AWARDS

SA AMSAT TO CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL SPACE WEEK WITH QSO PARTY ON OSCAR 51

SARL HF CW CONTEST PROVISIONAL RESULTS

HAMNET MEETING

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.  
Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARL NEWS invites clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

Some news items for this bulletin were only received on Friday evening and due to the editer going to take part in the VHF/UHF contest this bulletin was compiled on Friday and the new items will have to stand over till next week.

You are listening to ZS6SRL.

The news follows in detail.

NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR SARL AWARDS

The SARL Council invites clubs and SARL members to submit nominations for the following SARL awards:

1. Honorary Life Membership - the SARL's highest honour.

2. Willie Wilson Gold Badge:-
Awarded to the amateur who gave exceptional and meritorious service to the League.

3. Jack Twine Award:-
To recognize qualities such as unselfishness, clean operating and a genuine interest in Amateur Radio and its affairs.  This prestigious Award will be made to Amateurs who, in the opinion of their fellow amateurs and the League's Council, exemplify the qualities desirable in a Radio Amateur.

4. Arthur Hemsley 2 metre Trophy:-
Awarded to a Radio Amateur for his/her individual achievements with transmissions in the 2 metre amateur band.  This award is made for extraordinary performance on EME or modes such as tropospheric propagation.  It is not for the longest distance worked but rather for persistence in achieving something special on 2 metres.

5. Barney Joel Trophy:-
Awarded to any member of the SARL for the best performance during the year whilst working HF mobile.  This award could be made for performance by an individual in rally or other public event communication etc.

6. Joseph White Plaque:-
Awarded to any member of the SARL for exceptional achievements in the 432 MHz band during the past year.  This is not awarded for the longest distance worked, but for all round achievements.

7. Bert Buckley Six metre Trophy:-
Awarded to any radio amateur for his/her individual achievements with transmissions in the six metre amateur band.  This award is not for the longest distance worked but for outstanding work or activity on six metres.

8. Icom Excellence Award:-
This award is bestowed annually on the amateur who through his/her activity in the Amateur Service has brought international recognition to South Africa by either the achievement of a VHF/UHF long distance record which is internationally recognized by the IARU, or by service to the Republic of South Africa or the SARL in the field of scientific research using the amateur spectrum, or in promoting the amateur service internationally or as Council may determine from time to time.

9. Radio ZS VHF Trophy:
Awarded to the amateur who achieved the longest distance on the 2 metre amateur band during the year.

PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO THE WESTERN CAPE

The President of the SARL, Graham Hartlett, ZS6JGH, visited the Western Cape on 18 September at the invitation of the Boland Amateur Radio Club, BARK, and addressed the members and visitors during the quarterly meeting of BARK.  The meeting was held in a small nature reserve forming part of the Boland Agricultural School in the picturesque Agter-Paarl area.  The affair was well attended in spite of the cool and rainy weather.

He reiterated the value of and belonging to the SARL at length.  During the course of his visual presentation, he touched upon the impending new Radio Regulations that would probably come into force in the immediate future.  Graham explained the philosophy behind the assessments for upgrading from a ZR to ZS licence.  Graham stressed that Amateur Radio was moving forward into a new and exciting future where all parties will have equal opportunities.

After the formal meeting had adjourned, a typical Boland Braai was held to conclude affairs.

SA AMSAT TO CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL SPACE WEEK WITH QSO PARTY ON OSCAR 51

Celebrate International Space week by taking part in the OSCAR51 QSO party.  The activity will run from Monday 4 October till Sunday 10 October.  The rules are simple. Make as many contacts during that week on OSCAR 51, exchange call sign, name and signal report.  There are two categories: handheld operation and fixed station operation. 

The logs must include a description of the equipment and antennas used. Send log before 20 October to P O Box 90438, Garsfontein, 0042 or email to saamsat@intekom.co.za.

Full details are on the SA AMSAT web at www.amsatsa.org.za.

International space week activity will culminate with the SARL Intecnet with Bob Bruniga discussing APRS.

SARL HF CW CONTEST PROVISIONAL RESULTS

The Contest Committee received 19 logs and 2 check logs for the HF CW Contest.  The full results have been published in HF Happenings 115 and Radio ZS.

The top spot is shared by Barry, ZS6AJY, Ed, ZS6UT, and Alan, ZS1AAX, on 162 points.  They are followed by Hans, ZS6KR, and Bud, ZS1B, on 160 points and Barney, ZS4U, on 156 points.

The best score on a single band was achieved by Karel, ZS6WN, with 72 points on 40 metres.

Barney, ZS4U, achieved the best score for both contests with 347 points, followed by Bud, ZS1B, on 345 points and Hans, ZS6KR, on 342 points.

The club competition was won by the Pretoria ARC with 968 points, second place went to Cape Town ARC with 835 points and Bloemfontein RAC in third place with 775 points.

Well done to all the participants!

TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR NOMINATION FOR RADIO AMATEUR OF THE YEAR AWARD

Have you nominated someone from your club who has made extraordinary contributions to Amateur Radio? The closing date for the Siemens Radio Amateur of the Year Awards is on September 30.  Full details including nomination forms can be found on the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust web at amateurradio.org.za.

MINISTER APPOINTS NEW DIRECTOR GENERAL

The Minister of Communication has appointed Lyndall Shope-Mafoli as the new Director General of the Department of Communications.  Some years back Ms Shope Mafole was Chairman of the ITU Council and became well acquainted with amateur radio through her interaction with the President of the IARU, Larry Price and IARU secretary, David Sumner.  As Chairman of the ITU she also did an interview on Amateur Radio Mirror International and expressed her support for the Amateur Radio Service.

FIRST RADIO AMATEUR IN AFRICA TO CONTACT PRESENT ISS CREW

This item was received from Len van Riel, ZR1VR, of Hermanus, who said: "On the 23rd July around about 12:00 I made contact with the international space station, callsign NA1SS, when the crew told me that I am the first radio amateur in Africa with whom they, the present crew, have a conversation.  I was about 100 km south of Springbok en route from Namibia to the Cape when I heard the space station on 145,800.  The QSO lasted for about 3 minutes.  Their signal was very good and I received them 5/7 with no QRM.  I used an Icom 22H mobile set running at 3 Watt and a quarter wave antenna on the vehicle.

If it is so that I am the first contact from Africa with NA1SS, I am not just a little proud of the achievement.  I have now been bitten by the bug and I am already busy to make contact with other satellite receiver stations.  Recently I made contact with Gerald, ZS6BTD, via the on board FM repeater."

Congratulations Len, and may others also get bitten by the bug, like you.

RADIO TECHNOLOGY IN ACTION LECTURE ON OCTOBER 9

All radio amateurs are invited to enjoy the Saturday morning of the 9th October at the NARC when Hal Lund, ZS6WB, will lead a discussion on the various new modes now changing the VHF and UHF scene.  The activities will run from 10:00 - 12:00.  The entrance fee is R20 which includes refreshments and is payable at the door.

To assist with arrangements, please book your seat by sending an Email to rta@sarl.org.za.  Also visit the SARL website for more details: www.sarl.org.za.

HAMNET MEETING.

A general HAMNET meeting will take place at the National Amateur Radio Centre on Saturday the 23rd of October.  The meeting will commence at 14:00 and all HAMNET members, or those interested in becoming HAMNET members, are requested to attend.

It will be appreciated that items that are to be added to the agenda or items that need to be discussed be sent to Francois, ZS6BUU, as soon as possible.  His contact details are: e-mail zs6buu@uskonet.com or you can phone or fax him at 011 679-5260.

VHF/UHF COMPETITION: ADDRESS FOR SUBMISSION OF LOGS

Competitors in the VHF/UHF competition please note that the address quoted in last week's bulletin for the submission of log sheets is incorrect.  The correct address is: The Competition Committee, Erskine Street 69, Scottburg, 4180 or the email address is derek.gravett@siemens.com.

RADIO ZS

The July-September issue of Radio ZS has been sent to the printers.  The magazine has 32 pages with an article about 100 Years of Amateur Radio in South Africa, also Echolink and antenna safety.  Two of the articles are in Afrikaans.

Radio ZS will be available in pdf format on the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za 

PRESIDENT'S NET POSTPONED

Due to unsatisfactory coverage being achieved with the system hitherto in use for the President's net it was decided to run the net in the evening and make use of the system being used for Intechnet.  Unfortunately it cannot take place this evening due to Hans, ZS6AKV, the father of the syetem, being overseas.  The net will thus take place at a date to be announced.

BLOEMFONTEIN RAC NEWS

The Bloemfontein Radio Amateur Club held its AGM on Saturday 18 September  and the following members were elected to serve on the new committee:

Chairman & PRO: Martin, ZS4MS;
Vice Chairman: Andre, ZS4APA;
Treasurer: Victor, ZS4VR;
Secretary: Dennis, ZS4BS;
Technical: Danie, ZS4JJ;
Club House: Jan, ZS4JAN;
Website: Bernie, ZS4TX, Elrina, ZR4E, and Dennis, ZS4BS.

The BRAC Radio Amateur of the Year was awarded to Bernie, ZS4TX, for his outstanding achievement in the 2003 CQ WW DX CW Contest.

EAST RAND RADIO CLUB FLEAMARKET

One and all are invited to attend the ERB Fleamarket next Saturday 2 October at the Clubhouse at the Olympia Park Swimming Pool in Springs behind Pam Brink Stadium in Springs.

We will kick off a raffle on a Brand New VHF/UHF Linear Amplifier - Value more than R 3000-00

Tables are R 20-00.

Starting time is 08:00, refreshments will be available.
See you all at the Fleamarket.

PROPAGATION REPORT

Kobus, ZS6KOB, says we have no option but to accept the present propagation conditions.  Conditions vary a lot over the short period.  Despite the weak conditions over the past week, there were good conditions for short periods.  For instance on Thursday afternoon and early evening conditions were excellent to especially the east as well as from Gauteng to Cape Town.  This was while the sunspot number was only 35,3, which is very low.  Last week it was 60,6, thus a decrease of nearly 50%.  These conditions were anticipated last week.  It is expected that conditions will stabilise as from now and improve to a maximum towards the end of the month.  No corona openings are expected for the next week.  Yet, there is a slight possibility for one on the 27th.  The forecast for the average sunspot number for September is 34,2.  QRN is at the order of the day and will increase with an increase in thunder storm activities; watch the plugtops, pull them out in good time!

DIARY OF EVENTS AND REMINDERS

30 September: Closing date for nominations for Radio Amateur of the Year awards;
2 October: Flea Market at the East Rand Radio Club;
7 October: Second leg of the SARL 80 Metre QSO Party between 19:00 and 22:00 and 3600 to 3650 kHz;
9 October: RTA lecture on new VHF modes at the NARC;
10 October: Intechnet;
16th - 17th OCTOBER: 47th JAMBOREE-ON-THE-AIR, JOTA and JOTI.  Participating stations register withg the SARL office as an educational station and contact Dave Gemmell ZS6AAW, P.O.Box 77, Irene, 0062 or Tel 012-6672153 or e-mail davegemmell@bmknet.co.za for your participation cards.  For the latest JOTA and JOTI information, watch the web site www.scout.org/jota. or www.scout.org/joti.

Contributions to the fund initiated by the SA Amateur Radio Development Trust for the SARL's IARU membership are still welcome;
Please submit your articles for Radio ZS to radiozs@sarl.org.za;
Please send A5 size self addressed envelopes with postage stamps to cover 200 g (R4,35) to the NARC to enable delivery of your QSL cards to you.

The SARL invites you to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International on 17 815, 9 750, and 7 082 kHz and 145,625 MHz in East London, 145,650 in Durban 145,750 MHz in Pretoria and 438,800 in the Sandton area.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by ........from...... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX